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WALES. 

WELSH CHURCH IN THE METROPOLIS. -An attempt 

was made, in the second Number of the C ambro-Briton, to call the 
attention of its readers to the want of a Welsh Church in London. 
The subject is certainly one of considerable importance, and 
can not ba too strongly impressed on the minds of those, who may 
have it in their power to remedy the evil. For this reason the 
following letter merits their attentive perusal. The writer has 
treated the subject with much force and clearness, and has left 
nothing, for the present at least, to be added to his judicious 
remarks. *3i.* 

To the Editor of the Cambro-Briton. 

SiR,^The consideration of a plan for the formation of a Welsh 
Church in the metropolis of Great Britain can not but be matter 
of much interest to those of Cambrian descent, who can properly 
estimate the value of religious education. They must hail, with 
exultation, the dawn of approaching deliverance, for a portion of 
their fellow-counti-ymen, from the misguiding influence of super- 
stition, which the doctrines of Dissenters from our national form 
of religion too often -substitute for true devotion in the minds of 
the ignorant. It may, however, be allowable to hope, without 
incurring the imputation of undue enthusiasm, that the approba- 
tion, which the arguments, already advanced in favour of the pro- 
position, must undoubtedly obt^tin, will not be confined to the 
natives of Wales ; but that strangers to that part of the kingdom 
will also exert themselves in the behalf of the projected measure. 
Its vast importance will be evident, if we reflect for an in- 
stant upon the description of places at present resorted to for 
the purposes of divine worship by the Welsh in London and ;ts 
vicinity, who, by means of such an establishment as the one 
now meditated, would be taught Christianity in their vernacular 
tongue, according to the well-digested principles of our Ecclesias- 
tical Institution, and by men properly qualified for the sacred 
oflice of promoting religious edification. It is not impossible that 
the measure in view might operate as an example, and eventually 
cause the desertion of at least several of the numerous meeting- 
houses now commonly crowded. 

The characters and talents of our regular clergy must inspire 
confidence not easily to be shaken ; and Ave must rejoice in the 
continuance of the ascendancy of our national church, upheld by 
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the ablest vindicators in times past and present, in spite of all 
opposition. Yet, late events seem to render it incumbent on 
every well-wisher of society to use his utmost power in obstruct- 
ing the progress of those, who would destroy the basis of social 
connection. To the machinations of such what surer means are 
there of presenting resistance than the encouragement of morality 
among the lower orders of the community ? This being the 
case, under no circumstances is it probable, that greater benefit 
will be derived from tlve application of such means, than when 
they shall be directed to a set of people distinguished, as the 
Welsh are allowed to be, for attention and zeal in the perform- 
ance of their religious duty. In their behaviour it is plainly 
shewn, that religion is tlie groundwork of good order in society, 
and is productive of industrious propensities and general pro- 
priety of conduct among the labouring classes. 

Let those, who dispute the justness of this encomium, refer to 
the Report of a Committee of the House of Commons, formed 
not long ago, for enquiring into the state of mendicity, and they will 
be infonned of a fact, at which tliey will perhaps be astonished, 
but which can not be too widely circulated, viz. that out of at least 
15,000 beggars, infesting daily the streets of London, no Welsh- 
man was to be met with. This truth will surely justify the 
opinion, that the Welsh are disposed to industry, and it can not 
be unreasonable to trace the origin of this inclination to devout 
habits. 

In 1803 it was stated, that there had been nineteen editions of 
the Welsh Bible since the year 1588, when it was first printed, 
and that the number of impressions, taken of it, were estimated at 
about one hundred and thirty thousand. Since the period, at 
which the above calculation was made, the number of Bibles and 
Prayer Books, as well as other books conducive to morality, dis- 
tributed tl)roughout the Principality, tend to prove, that the zeal, 
,so characteristic of the Welsh, has not decayed ; nor is there any 
probability of its diminution, so long as the practice of issuing 
compositions for the praiseworthy purpose of propagating reli- 
gious instruction, and an exemplary solicitude in the business of 
tiieir profession shall continue to reflect honour upon the Welsh 
Clerg}'. 

That an habitual and reverential attention to moral and reli- 
gious observances will naturally create good subject* may also 
be inferred : for, while the disaffected have laid their snarei to 
delude the credulous iu several parts of the United Kiogdom, the 
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flame of discontent has not been kindled in the Principality, 
■where loyalty still rears her standard, and where the love of 
their couiitry has ever been a prominent feature in the chaiticter 
of the natives. If thi« amor patriae of the Welsh be worthy to be 
cherished, what can better ensure its duration than the advance- 
ment of the Established Religion of the country in their native 
language, one which it is their pride to preserve as that of their 
forefathers, the Ancient Britons, — a language, which, it now seems, 
is not likely to be lost to the admirers of national and Celtic 
literature, 

Qnam non imber edax — 

Possit diruere, aut innumerabilis 

Annorum series, et fnga temporum. 

Upon a view therefore of this subject, as to its moral tendency, 
the ex;>ectation may be indulged, that the rich and powerful, 
who have frequently assisted a good cause, will not refuse their 
aid in a matter of such momentous concern as the design now in 
contemplation, and that an immediate subscription will be set on 
foot, in order to contribute to tlie means necessary for carrying 
into effect this desirable object. 

In conclusion it may be necessary to add, that, upon a perasal 
of the article in tiie Second Number of the C.iMBRO-BRiTON, 
recommending this undertaking, the certainty, that invaluable 
advantages would spring from it, was so fully impressed upon 
my mind, as to persuade me, that the question, once agitated, 
would not be suffered to rest, and that the following Number 
would contain some notice or suggestion as to the furtherance of 
tlie scheme. Disappointed in this respect, I have ventured to 
offer the foregoing observations ; and, if tliis attempt to second 
the proposal shall induce others, more able, to come forward in its 
support, whose exertions may lead to its accomplishment, the end, 
intended by these remarks, will be fully attained. 

I am. Sir, your very humble servant, 

London, Nov. 20, 1819. Prydeiniab. 

GWYNEDDIGION SOCIETY.— The members of this pa- 
triotic association held their annual festival on Monday the 13th 
of December at the Woolpack Tavern in Cornhill. The day 
was spent with the same hilarity and national feeling, that have 
always marked this truly «ocial meeting, cheered, as it was, in so 
pleasing a manner, by the ancient custom of singing Pbnmlizok 



